1961 


Cfte  Society  for  tbe  Relief 

of  the 

Destitute  Blind 

of  the 

City  of  New  York  and  Its  Vicinity 
NINETY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


HOME:  2641  GRAND  CONCOURSE 
AT  EAST  193rd  STREET 
NEW  YORK  68.  N.  Y. 

FOUNDED  BY  THE  REV.  EASTBURN  BENJAMIN 


Incorporated  May  19,  1869 


OBJECT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  (quoted  from  Certificate  of 
Incorporation,  filed  May  19th,  1869;  amended  December  6th, 
1950) : “That  the  business  and  object  for  which  said  Society 
is  to  be  formed,  are  to  afford  relief  to  the  Destitute  Blind 
by  providing  a home  for  them  and  as  far  as  it  can,  procur- 
ing work  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  . . 

For  93  years  the  Society  has  been  immeasurably  aided 
through  bequests  in  its  work  of  helping  the  needy  and 
friendless  blind.  No  bequest  or  gift  is  too  small. 


1 hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  “THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY" 


The  Reverend  Eastburn  Benjamin,  who  founded  our  Society  in  1869, 

and  Mrs.  Benjamin. 


FOREWORD 

“The  present  laborers  may  be  taken  away  . . . but  we  believe 
God  will  put  other  laborers  in  their  places  and  will  watch 
over  and  guide  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  lead  it  on  to  full 
achievement.” 

At  the  end  of  our  93rd  year  we  look  back  with  gratitude 
to  the  fulfillment  of  that  prophecy  of  our  founder,  made  shortly 
before  his  death  in  1874.  The  vitality  of  the  idea  behind  the 
Home  for  needy  blind  people  which  he  brought  into  being  is 
attested  to  by  the  support  it  has  enlisted  from  successive  gen- 
erations for  almost  a hundred  years. 

With  that  long  record  of  generous  support  in  mind,  we 
are  confident  the  Home  will  continue  to  hold  its  place  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  our  friends  of  the  present  generation,  to 
whom  this  booklet  is  addressed  with  our  sincere  thanks. 

HENRY  PARISH  2nd 
President 
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A gathering  of  blind  residents  in  our  Home’s  back  garden. 


Life  at  the  Home  in  Its  Ninety-Third  Year 

Because  of  the  generosity  of  past  generations  of  friends 
and  of  those  who  contributed  toward  the  support  of  our  Home 
during  the  fiscal  year  ended  September  30,  1961,  life  at  the 
Home  was  again  maintained  at  the  level  that  has  been  a source 
of  satisfaction  to  us  in  the  past,  as  we  believe  it  has  been  to 
our  blind  residents,  also. 

Our  blind  men  and  women  themselves  have  played  a part  in 
evolving  the  pattern  of  daily  activities,  since  one  of  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Home  is  operated  is  that  their  personal 
preferences  and  individual  freedom  are  to  be  respected  to  the 
fullest  extent  consistent  with  their  welfare. 

Undoubtedly  this  personal  consideration  and  the  informal 
atmosphere  it  engenders  account  for  our  blind  people’s  feeling 
that  this  is  indeed  their  home.  Evidences  of  this  feeling  are 
often  seen — as  when  a resident  returns  from  a vacation  or  a 
visit  to  relatives  and  shows  his  happiness  at  getting  back  to 
his  own  room,  his  own  roommate,  his  family  of  blind  friends. 

At  the  present  time  a large  proportion  of  our  residents,  of 
whom  there  were  seventy-three  at  the  close  of  the  year,  are 
elderly  people.  While  providing  for  them  facilities  for  active, 
well-rounded  lives  we  also  try  to  meet  the  special  needs  incident 
to  their  advanced  age.  At  the  same  time,  the  range  of  activities 
at  the  Home  allows  ample  leeway  for  the  needs  of  younger  and 
more  vigorous  residents. 

Three  new  blind  residents  were  welcomed  to  the  Home  dur- 
ing the  year.  For  the  first  month  each  had  the  companionship 
of  one  of  the  older  residents,  who  served  as  his  guide  and 
familiarized  him  with  the  location  of  indoor  and  outdoor  guide 
rails. 
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Of  the  specific  services  the  Home  rendered  its  blind  people 
during  the  year,  the  most  basic,  of  course,  were  the  provision 
of  proper  food,  shelter,  and  health  care.  These 
basic  needs  are  given  careful  attention  in  all 
our  planning. 


Healthful,  appetizing  meals  are  attrac- 
tively served.  Our  residents  are  en- 
couraged to  feel  as  free  to  ask  for  second 
portions,  if  they  wish  them,  as  if  they 
lived  in  a private  home  of  their  own. 

Reasonable  privacy  is  assured  by  our 
practice  of  assigning  no  more  than  two 
blind  people  to  a bedroom.  There 
are  a number  of  single  rooms  for 
the  oldest  residents. 

Through  the  services  of  a staff 
of  registered  and  practical 
nurses,  under  the  direction  of 
an  attending  physician,  the 
Home  safeguards  the  health  of 
its  blind  men  and  women  and 
treats  minor  and  chronic  ill- 
nesses that  do  not  require  out- 
side hospitalization.  All  resi- 
dents receive  regular  physical 
check-ups,  and  dental,  oph- 
thalmological,  and  podiatric 


Interest  in  hobbies  and  pride  of 
accomplishment — objectives  of  our 
occupational  therapy  program. 


Radio  baseball  time  on  the  patio. 


care  are  always  available.  Special  outside  hospitalization  is 
provided  by  the  Society,  as  needed. 

Meeting  the  religious  needs  of  our  family  of  blind  people 
is  largely  a co-operative  effort.  Nearby  churches  and  syna- 
gogues enlist  volunteers  to  provide  transportation  to  and  from 
worship  in  our  residents’  various  faiths.  In  addition,  a simple 
chapel  service  is  held  once  a week  at  the  Home. 

Although  in  each  of  the  basic  services  mentioned  emphasis 
is  placed  on  meeting  personal  needs  and  individual  preferences, 
it  is  most  apparent  in  the  Home’s  occupational  therapy  and 
social-recreational  activities. 
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Good  companions — a roommate  and  a “talking  book”  recording. 


The  occupational  therapy  program,  important  in  maintain- 
ing morale  and  providing  constructive  and  interesting  activi- 
ties, provides  a work  schedule  adjusted  to  the  respective  ages 
of  our  residents.  For  those  who  have  no  particular  hobby  the 
work  is  concentrated  mostly  upon  caning  chairs,  renovating 
mattresses,  knitting,  and  general  needle  work.  Individual 
hobbies,  however,  are  encouraged,  and  equipment  and  materials 
are  supplied  to  all  our  blind  people  with  special  interests  or 
skills.  Among  such  personal  hobbies  are  basket  weaving, 
leather  work,  rug  making,  and  ceramics. 

The  blind  workers  look  forward  each  year  to  the  spring 
and  fall  sales,  when  their  handiwork  is  offered  to  the  public. 
On  the  days  of  the  sales  the  residents  entertain  their  friends 
at  tea,  which  is  served  in  the  main  living  room. 
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The  social  and  recreational  activities  at  the  Home  are  too 
varied  to  describe  in  detail.  We  believe  the  average  person 
would  be  surprised,  however,  at  the  capacity  of  our  blind 
people  for  fun  and  enjoyment. 

A considerable  range  of  individual  recreation  is  available. 
Each  bedroom  is  equipped  with  a radio,  which  is  regularly 
inspected  and  kept  in  good  working  order.  “Talking  book" 
recordings  and  record  players  are  on  hand,  for  use  either  by 
individuals  or  groups. 

A smoking  room  is  specially  equipped  with  protection 
against  fire,  and  free  cigarettes  and  tobacco  are  furnished  our 
residents. 

The  large  back  garden  of  the  Home  is  popular  both  for  indi- 
vidual and  small-group  recreation.  Guide  rails  define  two 
extensive  walks,  which  provide  outdoor  exercise  safe  from 
the  hazards  of  street  traffic.  Many  of  the  residents,  however, 
also  get  about  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Home  with  the  assist- 
ance of  volunteer  guides  and  visiting  friends,  whom  they  are 
free  to  entertain  at  the  Home  at  any  time. 


They  love  their  needlework — as  long  as  they  don’t  have  to  be  quiet. 


Single  residents  or  small  groups  are  entertained  in  private 
homes  from  time  to  time,  and  holidays  and  birthdays  are 
remembered  by  numerous  personal  friends  and  friends  of  the 
Home.  Summer  vacations  are  available  to  all  who  wish  them, 
through  the  Home’s  own  resources  and  through  the  co-opera- 
tion of  other  agencies  and  clubs. 

There  are  many  gatherings  among  the  residents  during  the 
course  of  the  year,  some  of  them  impromptu  and  others  organ- 
ized. A few  of  the  residents  enjoy  playing  bridge  with  special 
cards  marked  in  Braille. 

A number  of  more  formal  entertainments  are  always  pro- 
vided each  year  through  the  generosity  of  visiting  musicians, 
who  perform  at  the  Home  either  in  solo  recitals  or  in  groups. 

The  services  the  Home  renders  its  family  of  blind  people 
and  the  activities  we  have  described  in  this  Report  add  up  to 
security  and  interested  living  without  charges  of  any  kind  to 
our  residents — all  made  possible  by  our  friends,  past  and 
present. 
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OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1960-1961 


President 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

Lawrason  Riggs 

Vice-Presidents 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

T reasurer 

Assistant  Treasurer  Secretary 

John  Brooks 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

O’Donnell  Iselin 

Finance  Committee 

John  Brooks  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 

ir 

Auditing  Committee 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 


Lawrason  Riggs 

Laiv  Committee 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

Executive  Committee 

John  Brooks,  Chairman 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr.  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 
John  C.  Orr,  2nd  Winthrop  S.  Emmet  The  President,  Ex  Officio 

Attorneys 

Gifford,  Woody,  Carter  and  Hays 
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T rustees 


A.  Gifford  Agnew 

122  E.  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr 

20  Broad  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

John  Brooks 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

George  Crawford 

7 East  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

Winthrop  S.  Emmet. 

43  Broad  St,  N.  Y.  City 

O’Donnell  Iselix 

40  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 

60  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

42  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

Lawrason  Riggs 

74  Trinity  Place,  N.  Y.  City 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 

25  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
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PAST  OFFICERS 

Presidents 

Rev.  Eastburn  Benjamin 1868-1874 

Rev.  J.  J.  Roberts 1874-1884 

Charles  H.  Leland 1884-1890 

Edwin  S.  Coles 1890-1896 

Hon.  Henry  E.  Howland 1896-1913 

William  Foulke 1913-1920 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1920-1944 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1945-1950 

George  Crawford 1950-1953 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1953- 

V ice-Presidents 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  McVickar 1871-1873 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  B.  Wyatt 1871-1872 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  E.  Swope 1872-1873 

D.  Lydig  Suydam 1873-1878 

G.  W.  T.  Lord 1873-1874 

1878-1881 

N.  P.  Hosack 1874-1878 

Townsend  Cox 1878-1883 

F.  H.  Weeks 1881-1886 

B.  F.  Corlies 1883-1886 

W.  W.  Culver 1886-1892 

E.  S.  Coles 1889-1891 

J.  McCarter 1891-1893 

H.  Manuel 1892-1894 

Hon.  H.  E.  Howland 1893-1896 

Lyman  Rhoades 1894-1907 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  F.  Roe 1896-1913 

Archibald  D.  Russell 1907-1913 

Frederic  deP.  Foster 1903-1929 

Howland  Pell 1913-1928 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1929-1944 

Edmund  P.  Rogers 1928-1948 

Lucius  Wilmerding 1945-1949 

O’Donnell  Iselin 1948-1950 

1956-1959 

Walter  N.  Stillman 1949-1956 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1950-1953 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1953- 

Lawrason  Riggs 1959- 
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Secretaries 


Edwin  S.  Coles 1871-1891 

James  McCarter 1891-1893 

Henry  J.  Cammann 1893-1903 

C.  A.  Schermerhorn 1903-1914 

Charles  C.  Bull 1914-1924 

Lawrason  Riggs 1924-1950 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1950-1953 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 1953- 

T reasurers 

Horace  Manuel 1871-1896 

Henry  C.  Swords 1896-1914 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris - 1914-1917 

1919- 1920 

Frederic  F.  de  Rham 1917-1919 

1920- 1931 
1935-1938 

H.  Pendleton  Rogers 1931-1935 

John  Brooks 1938- 

Assistant  Treasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 1955- 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Fiscal  Year  October  1,  1960 — September  30,  1961 

Income  From  All  Sources: 

Investments  $183,025.94 

Remittances  from  Trusts  Not  Administered  by  Society 36,793.91 

Contributions  40,557.24 

Occupational  Therapy  (Sales  and  Repair  Work) 1,859.66 

$262,236.75 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Home  Management,  Housekeeping,  Operation  of  Building $ 52,343.68 

Provisions,  Including  Preparation  and  Service 49,849.61 

Fuel,  Gas,  Electricity 13,261.48 

House  Supplies  7,471.26 

Physician  and  Nurses 34,422.88 

Medical  Supplies  and  Outside  Hospital  Service 6,560.03 

Occupational  Therapy  7,682.90 

Building  Maintenance  and  Service 57,309.07 

Fiduciary,  Legal,  and  Auditing  Fees 3,390.00 

Insurance 4,313.29 

Pensions  and  Payments  to  Co-Operating  Agencies 6,278.15 

Social  Security 4,217.06 

Hospitalization  Insurance  2,655.96 

Public  Relations  and  Fund-Raising 14,129.53 

Office  and  House  Furniture 5,0S4.28 

Various  4,657.23 

$273.626.41 

Excess  of  Operating  Expenses  over  Income $ 11,389.66 


Should  you  wish  more  information  about  the  Society’s  financial 
statement,  please  write  Mr.  John  Brooks,  Treasurer, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  15,  N.  Y. 
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MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  HOME 


Miss  Lillian  T.  MacKinnon Director  (FOrdham  7-2085) 

Mrs.  Helena  McVey Workshop  Supervisor 

Mrs.  Clara  S.  Geiirmann Nurse  in  Charge 


Attending  Physician 
Herbert  B.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  M.D. 

The  Attending  Physician  is  on  the  staff  of  Columbia  Presby- 
terian Medical  Center  and  whenever  necessary  calls  upon  special 
ists  from  the  Medical  Center  staff  for  consultation. 


Visitor 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Horace  W.  B.  Donegan,  D.D.,  S.T.D. 
The  Bishop  of  New  York 


¥ 


Chaplains 

Rev.  Harry  R.  Coleman 
Rev.  Lawrence  B.  Larsen 
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NEW  BEQUESTS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  SEPTEMBER  30,  1961 

Estate  of  Katherine  M.  Stehlin $ 1,000.00 

Estate  of  Robert  Kober 2,250.00 

Estate  of  Sophie  H.  Lee 1,198.24 

Estate  of  Florence  R.  Whiteside 12,124.44 

Estate  of  Zillah  Jacobs-... 1,228.36 

Estate  of  Adele  F.  Kirby 500.00 

Estate  of  Martin  J.  Heller 14,833.00 

$33,134.04 

CAPITAL  GIFT 

John  Norberti  $ 2,000.00 
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Have  you  thought  of  remembering  our  Society  in  your  will? 


2SSS 


Form  of  Bequest 


I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY” 

the  sum  of Dollars 

for  use  of  said  Society. 


Visitors  to  the  Home  Are  Always  Welcome 


